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A Review of The Routledge Handbook of Al and Literature
REN Qingxin  JIANG Lifu

Abstract: Against the backdrop of the rapid advancement of generative artificial intelligence and the boom of human machine
literary practices, academic circles have paid close attention to issues including creative boundaries, copyright ownership and
algorithmic ethics. A systematic review of The Routledge Handbook of Al and Literature is therefore of great academic and
practical importance. Adopting the core paradigm of “two way mutual construction of Al and literature” , the handbook breaks the
one sided perception of “technology as a tool and literature as an object”. Tt builds a research framework through theoretical
formulation, practical analysis, ethical reflection and interdisciplinary integration to probe into the in depth interplay between Al
and literature, and advance dialogue between the humanities and science and engineering. However, the handbook shows a
Western centered bias and leaves room for further research on reader reception mechanisms, literary education practices and
aesthetic evaluation criteria for Al generated literature. In response, rooted in China’s digital cultural context, Chinese scholars
can conduct empirical studies on reader responses, explore indigenous cases of Chinese language Al literature, develop Al enabled
literary education models, and formulate diversified evaluation criteria suited to Chinese linguistic features. Systematically sorting
out cutting edge topics on Al and literature and calling for global humanistic dialogue, this handbook encourages researchers to
draw on local experience, uphold humanistic values, realize reciprocal empowerment between technology and humanities, and
cultivate a more inclusive research ecosystem for Al and literature.

Key words: Al and literature; Routledge Handbook of Al and literature; two-way mutual construction; interdisciplinary

research; technological ethics; human-Al collaboration
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