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Human Agency and Accountability in AI-Assisted Translation
SUN Yifeng

Abstract: This article examines how Al is reshaping translation as a practice, a profession, and a site of responsibility. The
central question is no longer whether machines can produce fluent target-language text but who is accountable when translations
carry legal, ethical, cultural, or institutional consequences. Translation, on this account, is not linguistic substitution; it is a
mediating practice embedded in institutional contexts and dependent on professional judgment. The article views AI’ s role in
translation as genuinely double-edged. Machine translation and large language models offer real gains in terminology management,
draft production, and the handling of repetitive or standardized texts — gains that are already restructuring how translation labor is
organized. But the fluency of machine-generated output can mask semantic bias, tonal misalignment, cultural incongruity, and
institutional risk. What this paper calls the “human trace” — the translator’ s capacity to interpret, evaluate, revise, and take
responsibility in context — becomes more necessary, not less, as machine output grows more convincing. Al does not remove the
need for human translators. It redistributes translational agency across a human-machine workflow in which normative judgment
and final accountability must remain with the translator.

Key words: Al translation; translator agency; translational accountability; human-machine collaboration; ethical judgment
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