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Trauma and Salvation: A Reflection on War

Responsibility in The Man on Crutches
SUN Yanyong

Abstract: “The Man with the Crutches” (Tsue to Tatakau Mono) is a war-reflection novel by Endd Shiisaku, centered on
the themes of war trauma and redemption. Research on “The Man with the Crutches” has primarily focused on condemning the
militarist leadership and the state that initiated the war. However, few have paid attention to the reflection on individual’s war
responsibility concealed beneath trauma and redemption. The work positions its protagonist as a microcosm of postwar Japan. By
exploring the causes of the alienation of the traumatized and demobilized soldier Kato and his ultimate inability to attain
redemption, the novel metaphorically reveals the ethical predicament of postwar Japanese society’s collective memory. In the
context of postwar Japan where the public widely blamed militarism for the war and downplayed their own responsibility, this work
reflects on the responsibility that ordinary soldiers, and even ordinary citizens, should bear during the war. “The Man with the
Crutches” not only broadens the scope of war responsibility inquiry within “Endd Literature”, but also breaks through the
traditional narrative pattern of postwar Japanese writers who depicted the Japanese populace solely as victims. It thus demonstrates
a more profound consciousness of war reflection.

Key words: trauma; salvation; identity; personal responsibility; war responsibility
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