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Theoretical Construction and Practical Pathways of

the Unification Principle in Neutral Semiotics
WANG Mingyu

Abstract: Neutral semiotics comprises two major principles: the principle of distinction and the principle of unification. This
paper focuses on the unification principle of neutral semiotics, systematically exploring its theoretical function and practical value
in the integration of sign systems, the fusion of heterogeneous signs, and cross-cultural sign practices. The article first reviews how
the principle of distinction provides the foundational segmentation for sign heterogeneity, then proposes the unification principle as
its dialectical complement, emphasizing its crucial role in constructing the wholeness of sign systems and realizing verbal-pictorial
fusion and dominant shifting. By analyzing multimodal sign phenomena such as traditional literati painting, digital art, and virtual
idols, this paper reveals how the unification principle achieves dynamic integration across Chinese and Western sign systems, as
well as ancient and contemporary sign practices, ultimately promoting a theoretical upgrade of semiotics from deconstruction to
reconstruction.

Key words : Neutral semiotics; unification principle; verbal-pictorial fusion; intersemiotic integration; multimodal sign system
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