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BADNEWME, MmN 2] T R ARBGE— k], BT3P ER - 3 S HL
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(25)— ML BREF T, FRB MR, “YHNERELAH MTF,—F=
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Cognitive Polysemy Analysis of the Polysemous Word “ Tianxia”
Based on LCCM Theory

WEN Xu XU Yangwet

Abstract: The concept of “tianxia” (KT )is constantly being understood, accepted and supported by people from all over
the world. However, the term “tianxia” carries a wide range of meanings, with not only historical features but also contemporary
connotations, which makes it difficult to interpret accurately. Guided by the theory of Lexical Concepts and Cognitive Models
(LCCM Theory) , this article conducts a polysemy analysis of “tianxia” from the perspectives of sense derivation and sense
collocation. The article compiles relevant linguistic data of “tianxia” from the “National Language Commission Modern Chinese
Balanced Corpus” and identifies eleven sub-senses categories across three hierarchical levels within the term “tianxia” ; world
(referring to the actual world, the virtual world, or a specific domain within the world) ; country; ancient and modern China;
people; the regime, the political power, governance; land under the sky, territory; a certain social/national situation/scenario;
take political power; business market. It is argued that, as a theory of semantic acquisition, the abstract cognitive polysemy study
based on LCCM theory can effectively trace the semantic developmental trajectory of the term “tianxia” , elucidate the semantic
relationships among its multiple senses, and contribute to a deeper understanding of its pragmatic contexts and meanings.
Furthermore, this approach holds positive implications for lexicographical compilation, cross-cultural translation, and conceptual
dissemination.

Key words : Cognitive Linguistics; LCCM theory; polysemy; tianxia; metaphor

REFR . HBEEE

.59 .



