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The Making of a National Translation: A Study of Wu Liangping’s

Chinese Translation and Revision of Anti-Diihring
LI Jiayue REN Dongsheng

Abstract: Anii-Diihring is Engels’s seminal work that systematically articulates the fundamental theories of Marxism within
the international communist movement. Its first complete Chinese translation, rendered by Wu Liangping, was published in 1930.
Over the next five decades, Wu undertook four revisions of the translation, culminating in a final version issued by the People’s
Publishing House in 1980. During this period, the status of Wu’s translation evolved significantly, serving at various stages as a
key theoretical text for the Communist Party’s ideological development and as a reference for the state translation program, thereby
functioning as a state translation. The process of translating and revising Wu'’s edition reflects a practice oriented toward
“translating for the state,” tracing the historical trajectory by which a party-based translation transitioned into a state translation
thus offering a paradigmatic case of the making of a state translation. Across different stages of revision, both the translator and the
state successively imbued the text with state intent and institutional endorsement, endowing it with the defining features and
functions of state translation. This process not only reveals the mechanisms and conditions underlying the formation of state
translations but also illuminates the inherent logic and historical inevitability of the transformation from party-affiliated to state-
authorized translations.

Key words : state translation; translation revision; Anti-Diihring ; Wu Liangping
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