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— K /NE L NEEE BRI T EREF S AEMAN, N ZEE BN AKREL K
AR A B,

$1(29) F1(30) X FPEE P2 B B 7 SHG08 T 05 5 1Y B ROCR , B E F/NE N
SIS NS SR A T
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TG MEE AN B Y7 AR SCNR , TE S B ML 2 (B3R 22 98 1 1A ) R AE L 5 22 fsf
[ [ 28 (B DI RE SR 1R ] A, K [ s DR AR ] I AL S T N AW RHE . 28 1, 25
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Y7 AREIEACHINP A NP ] BFEAER S, ande il (35) v, iR ([ -2 mPIREE v | )
5D ([ -2 MIBAR] ) 1 568 i Bards 70 i AR A8 2548 5 N AW RRIE . ok, —3FH B AL
(IR () LRI (RED) 1R, R&ZEL5G7 ALY s iy« 5
IMAFTERY)” T 5emh & SE BT DR A7 X — X A

(B5)NRHEA,

5“NP, B NP, A=A, “ NP, NP, ” A/ 21 NP, Fil/5 NP, 4414 IR A
TR S5CNEY” REEER R BRI SR A AR ARAE SR, “ NP
NP, " AR AN EE NP FI NP, 4% (RG0S ja) NPy, DhZ0 H BB 250, R, AR SCA
N A AT USR] 5 B A5 A i s o R DDA G, BRI, Y NP, 240 [ +25 (BB
AR 2 [ SRS B 25 R OGR T B g, BEAE R T 5 T X NPy SEATAR IR (4R 3L,
2015) , fRAFIC DN« S48/ 43287 B 1) “ NP 15 45 P 9 ¢ 22 6175 7 ( Langacker, 2008 ; H FH 45,
2022) , BLid BEATRRR “ B 5 A IR IR AR o 24 NP, 210 [ =S [EDBAR ] (T H &
FE A5 44 1AL 4% 1R B B0 25 R SOR AR IR T i, BE0K: AT B4 i 9 [ +23 1) S +58
[FTRAR s + B2 HEAb BT T RRAE R 32 44 1) (R AE 55,1997) o Z8 1, “NP, NP, " FAAER UG
VB PT 2e3R hy « 26 BRI ATL 1 -5 450 i &5 4 ok ) P 5 B AR PR TR VR FH T I L ( 54 [ N4
Y] )23 IR 2 i), s AEHEE AN T .

Y45, M4 NP, N[ -2 Ihhem I ) /8 NP, &8 R [ -2 IR i, 2 (]) a1 Feangy
PUTI AR 25 25 F/ 5N 2500 ) J PR AR AIE 5 LR, Y NPy, 43 [ +25 [ AR ] 08 23 (8] SE AR
s B AR ZE A X AT S PRI R S NP, R E TS BEAR IR 24 NP, &3 [ -SR]
(RE B 25 1) 44 1Rk 44 TR I, B0 25 R ZE R T NP, 44 1) “ 25 8] SO 9 [R] B, % Lk A 7
NP, FRE EEAR N 5 NP, SEMEEAR RGN NP, M (B 88 [ WA ) By 2s [RIRE & 4G
4, i AR A I R [ NP, NP, | IITETER R, 6] (36)
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A Contrastive Study of the Two Existential Construuctions “NP, you
NP.” and “NP, NP_.”
CAO Yang WEN Xu
Abstract: Academic disputes persist regarding the categorization of the “ NP, NP,” existential construction and its
relationship with the “ NP, you NP_.” existential construction. Existing studies, although possessing certain descriptive
achievements, lack consensus, urgently requiring strengthened comparative research on the two constructions and explanation of
the motivations for their similarities and differences. Fundamentally, the two constructions fundamentally share the spatial
conceptual framework of [ container (content) ] under the “Container Schema” , but their cognitive mechanisms diverge through
two distinct pathways. “NP; NP,” existential construction first metaphorically assigns container/ content features to atypical spatial
components, then enforces obligatory quantity structures to quantify and situationally identify the content, ultimately generating the
(NP, NP,) form. Its existential meaning is presupposed by the [ location (object) ] structure. “NP, you NP_” existential

”

construction, after identical metaphorical operations, fuses with the conventionalized sub-scene of “you” (“something exists
somewhere” ) , ultimately generating the ( NP, you NP, ) structure. Its existence meaning is jointly endowed by the [ location
(object) ] structure and the character “you”. The two constructions exhibit opposition in spatial-temporal properties: the former
possesses the feature of extreme spatiality but lacks temporality, while the latter combines temporality with spatiality. In discourse
function, both follow the information distribution pattern of “from old information to new information” , but the “NP, you NP.”
existential construction uniquely possesses discourse-initiating function, and the “NP; NP,” existential construction undertakes
summarizing function.

Key words: existential construction; syntactic and semantic features; contrastive study; Container Schema; spatiality and

temporality ; cognitive mechanism
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