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N, 2 B SO TR X BRI AL G i) faT 5 A5 AR, AT U8 1A 3 v BT A AR TS
A EDSE E SO 2 RIS H R E B BUR . ST X — R, 122 (2013225 ) F“ R & B )

@ ASCHFSINERESCH HTEREERA 5 SCLUE S W R,

@ B Gin-rummy , % M BLik  TEFEAMAR S SRR ASCR AT &2 587 )ik,

® 2006 4F, HNEIN#FELE L - FRACEGUE R SR AL N IX I J5 SO UHRER 5 N AR (8 ) M
@  VEITSURBIE R T, 24 game” 5 “ play” ARG, A7 G WEk " MES T S0 - BRI 2014 4,

. 86 -



% xAE SRRSO B BRYE—— LIRS (I EE A2 L) v B4 b S Rl i o 161)

AT TS, AR B RS RO RS TH KR S HAE R R B & B — s s e g, Kk
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Liminality in American Culture; Poker Games in Qates’ s

The Gravedigger’ s Daughter
XIANG Yao LIU Lihui

Abstract: Oates’ s novel The Gravedigger’ s Daughter contains a lot of poker-game narration, yet it has rarely been studied
by critics who mainly focus on the identity of Rebecca, a descendant of Jewish immigrants after World War II. In effect, from
being a beginner of poker games to a master of it, Rebecca has tied her life to poker games, revealing the liminal nature of
American culture. Being a nation of immigrants, America has been closely connected with liminality since its foundation, which is
now expressed in poker games. In this novel, Rebecca’s interaction with poker games maps American cultural liminality and its
limitation, implicitly, suggests the author’ s concern about the moral and spiritual degradation in America.

Key words:; Joyce Carol Oates; The Gravedigger’ s Daughter; American culture; liminality; poker games
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