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Jane Austen and the East India Company
WU Wenquan

Abstract: In recent years, domestic and foreign academia has gradually increased their research on colonial and impenal
themes in Jane Austen’s novels. However, most of the research focuses on the novel Mansfield Park, and has not explored in
depth the relationship between Austen and the East India Company, which represents the British colonial empire. Austen clearly
criticizes the commercialized marriage and love concept represented by the East India Company, and adheres to the rationalist
marriage principle on an emotional basis. In spirt of her secretive description of the wealth of the Nabob (tycoons from the East
India Company) , she insists on the correct value of wealth; in the face of the fog of external information, such as the “Calcutta
Black Hole” and the slave trade, she still maintains a simple sense of social justice and an upright moral conscience. Although
Austen’ s novels show the gentle etiquette of gentlemen and ladies and their romantic love stories, she has a keen insight and uses
unique metaphors to reveal and criticize the business ethics and hegemony consciousness represented by the East India Company.

Key words: Jane Austen; the East India Company; black hole; colonial consciousness
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