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Reform and Advancement of Foreign Language

Programs in China’ s Universities in the New Era
SUN Youzhong JIANG Yagjun YANG Feng DONG Hongchuan

Abstract: The once-in-a-century transformation of the world is accelerating, and major-power competition has placed higher
demands on China’s foreign language education at the tertiary level. Foreign language programs in universities are undergoing a
“phoenix nirvana” ,a profound transformation, with the fundamental goal of building an independent knowledge system for foreign
language education with Chinese characteristics. To achieve this goal: first, foreign language programs must boldly reform
according to national priorities and regional socioeconomic development needs. The focus must shift from cultivating “linguistic
experts” to nurturing “country specialists” , thereby serving China’s long-term objective of approaching the central stage on the
world platform. Second, the disciplinary substance of foreign languages must be deepened by expanding the breadth and depth of
cultivating interdisciplinary talent and restructuring the knowledge framework. Third, foreign language programs should adopt a
tiered approach to excellence and training, while the disciplinary evaluation system must implement classification-based
assessment. Fourth, faculty teams should be restructured and revitalized in terms of educational commitment, knowledge base,
technological proficiency, teaching philosophy, and pedagogical methods. In China’s context, foreign language education serves
as a cornerstone of national development, positioning foreign language institutions for significant contributions. For the youth of
China, learning foreign languages opens a gateway to serving the nation.
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