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The Diachronic Changes of Elderly Images in News Comics from the

Perspective of Multi-Modal Metaphors
LIU Yi MENG Jin

Abstract: Since the 21st century, with the aging population in our country increasing constantly, the research on the
discourse relevant to the elderly people recently draws great attention. By adopting multi-modal metaphors as the theoretical
perspective and selecting 86 representative Chinese editorial cartoons about elderly people as data, the metaphorical representation
in these cartoons can be analyzed and the practical meanings hidden behind them can be explored. The findings reveal that these
sample cartoons from different historical stages show different themes and characteristics through a rich variety of metaphorical
representation, reflecting the close relationship between the shaping of images and the development of the historical background as
well as the evolution of social awareness. Based on the findings, it is hoped to investigate the attitudes of the mass media towards
aging population, and provide enlightenment for shaping the images of the elderly from a linguistic perspective, in order to raise
the society’ s attention to the elderly and promote the noble traditions of respecting, caring, and loving the elderly.

Key words : multi-modal metaphors ; editorial cartoons; images of the elderly
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