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Ecological Ideas in The Ruined Cottage
ZHUANG  Yan

Abstract: Domestic and international critics have conducted in-depth research and analysis from multiple perspectives on the
characterization, narrative viewpoint, and thematic ideas in William Wordsworth’ s classic poem The Ruined Cottage. Some
scholars argue that Wordsworth was deeply influenced by picturesque aesthetics. His poetry, they claim, lacks an ethical concern
for nature, a view which is based on sympathy, love, and respect. Jonathan Bate has characterized Wordsworth’ s ecological
thought as “pragmatic”. In other words, Wordsworth was not pursuing hollow ideals, but rather emphasizing how to address
practical issues within a specific social context. In The Ruined Cottage, the depletion of resources reflects the change in land
system and the change in human’ s relation with forest resources. The scarcity of resources mirrors people’ s reflections on the
balance of welfare systems with production efficiency. The excess of resources further highlights people’ s unique insight on the
concept of “depletion”. This paper believes that the poem not without heightened ecological awareness and a deep ethical concern
for nature, which remains highly relevant for achieving harmonious coexistence between humans and nature in the drive for Chinese
modernization.

Key words: The Ruined Cottage; depletion of natural resources; scarcity of natural resources; excessive resources; ethical

concerns; relevance
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