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R

Market Demand and Competence Requirements for Professional
Translators and Interpreters Training: A Survey Based on Language

Service Job Advertisements in the Chengdu-Chongqing Economic Circle
LI Xixi
Abstract: Language services with translation and interpreting as the core play an important role in promoting international
exchanges and strengthening international communication capacity. An in-depth understanding of the language industry is
necessary for the cultivation of professional translators and interpreters. The analysis of 868 job postings from three major
recruitment platforms—51job, Zhaopin, and BOSS Zhipin—with the qualitative analysis tool NVivo 12 Plus identifies 11
categories of language service demands in the Chengdu-Chongging economic circle, including interpreting, translation, project
management, quality control, and localization. These demands span 22 vertical industries such as finance and commerce,
information technology, and biomedicine, involving 51 foreign languages, as well as ethnic minority languages and multilingual
translation needs. The most valued translation competencies/qualities in the market, in descending order, are professional ethics,
language proficiency, breadth of knowledge, physiological-psychological qualities, technological competence, and strategic
competence. By comparing the similarities and differences in language service demands between the Chengdu-Chongqing economic
circle and the Beijing-Tianjin-Hebei region, and drawing on relevant experiences, this paper proposes that the cultivation of
professional translators and interpreters should focus on policy-driven initiatives, systematic educational reforms, industry-
academia-research collaboration, and cross-association coordination.

Key words : language service; market demand; translation competence; job advertisements; content analysis
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