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An Embodied-Cognitive Linguistic Approach to the

Cultural Genes Embedded in the Character “Lian”
HUANG Jianping ZHANG Xinhan ZHAO Chunsheng

Abstract: Wang Yin proposes that, language is both the carrier and manifestation of culture, as well as its main content, and
culture influences cognitive patterns and linguistic expressions in many ways. Under the principle of *embodiment” and
“cognition” of Embodied-Cognitive Linguistics ( ECL), this article investigates the cultural genes embedded in the character
“Lian” . Firstly, Lianshan Yi is a fruit of ancient Chinese ancestors’ innovation and creation in production and life, representing
the philosophical wisdom of the Chinese nation. Secondly, the original cultural information conveyed by the character “Lian”
unveils the outstanding social governance capabilities and advanced military management skills of the ancient Chinese. Thirdly, as
a family name, “Lian” serves as a testament to the profound family culture in Chinese civilization that emphasizes the deep bonds
of blood ties. Lastly, the phrase “Lianlizhi” encapsulates the brotherly love and dedication, and also portrays ever-touching but
tragedy-ending love stories.

Key words; Chinese character “Lian” ; cultural genes; pluralism of linguistic world outlook/embodied-cognitive cultural

perspective; Embodied-Cognitive Linguistics
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