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BRR A DX . B AR TR R A2 oKk H B R A A, (H AT 2R “ AR A 40E ( word-presentations ) BX &
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A Critical Review of Marcuse’ s Theory of Eros from the

Perspective of Lacanian Psychoanalysis
XIE Yashu ZHAO Chun

Abstract; Mainly grounded in the Freudian concept of the unconscious, Marcuse’ s theory of Eros plays a significant role in
his cultural projects. Marcuse believes that the release of Eros would lead to the realization of the Marxian vision of human
emancipation. This theory, however, has often been subject to criticisms over its theoretical basis and untapped emancipatory
potential, most of which are made from the perspectives of Marxism and Freudian psychoanalysis. Therefore, Lacan’ s
psychoanalysis offers a new dialectical approach to re-examining Marcuse’ s theory of Eros. On the one hand, Marcuse uncovers
the heterogeneity of Eros and insists on “Eros being the subject’ s discourse”, thus claiming the emancipatory potential of Eros.
On the other hand, his inconsistencies in both the position and the quality of Eros, however, undermine its potential. A critical
review of the theory of Eros not only reaffirms its theoretical value, but also brings valuable experience and lessons to the project of
human emancipation.

Key words: Marcuse; Eros; Lacan; Freud; emancipatory potential
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