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Exploring the Comparison and Translation of Form and Meaning of

Chinese and Russian Scenic Spots Names
LIU Lifen XIAO Huan

Abstract: The translation of the names of Russian and Chinese attractions is discussed based on their formal and semantic
comparisons in this paper. The results of this study reveal that the names of Chinese and Russian attractions are mostly constructed
in the scheme of “proper name + common name”, “attribute name + common name” and “proper name + attribute name +
common name” , rarely in the form of mere proper name, especially in Russia. In addition, there are also proper names used as
common names and proper names borrowed from poems in Chinese. The proper names are mostly names of places and people as
well as names of animals while the common names mostly correspond to each other. The attribute names indicate the category,
characteristics, material, area, scope, function, serial number, and so on. The names of Chinese attractions are characterized by
the way to express some aspiration through depicting the scene, while the names of Russian attractions are mostly named after
historical sources. The translation patterns of Chinese and Russian names are word-by-word, interchangeability between proper
names and common names, supplement on the common names, transliteration and free translation of cultural-specific names, and
interpretation of cultural connotations of proper names. The purpose of this study is to provide a comparative linguistic perspective
for the mutual translation of Chinese and Russian names of attractions, to provide a reference for the teaching of Chinese-Russian
comparison and translation, and to provide a good linguistic environment for the mutual appreciation of Chinese and Russian tourist
culture.

Key words: scenic spots names; form-semantic; comparative analysis; Russian-Chinese translation
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