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The Literary Conception of Human Under the “Law of Gentleness” .

On the Educational Elements in Der Nachsommer
FENG Yalin

Abstract: The novel, Nachsommer written by Austrian writer Stifter, is an educational novel with two protagonists. Based on
this point, this article sorts out the similarities and differences between this novel and the traditional self-cultivation novel. It
mainly focuses on exploring the “shaping power” endowed by “nature” and “art” as educational elements. Compared with the
ideal of the classical literature which aims to construct the holistic person, the literary conception of Biedermeier period has the
characteristics of daily form, and tends to be blurred in connotation. When the “beautiful things” , including nature and art,
dominates everything, the way to self-cultivation for young man will eventually lead to the family, but not the society. And the
result must be how to avoid the increasingly sharp social contradictions brought by industrialization, and eventfully escape into the
order which is under the protection of “gentle norms”.

Key words: educational novels; nature; art; family
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