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The Aesthetic Power of Touch in Tanizaki Junichiro's Literary
World : Based on the Study of The Incident at

Willow Bath House and The Gourmet Club
YANG Shuan

Abstract; The Tattooer, a work of fiction from the start of Tanizaki’s writing career, is characterized by its intense aesthetic re-
sponse. Yet much of his middle and later works such as A Blind Man’s Tale, A Portrait of Shunkin, and A Continuation of a Blind
Man’ s Tale exploit distinctly different themes which highlight the sense of touch and hearing so as to shield the sense of vision, mark-
ing an overturn of the vision-above-all sensory order established by modern Western literature. So why does Tanizaki take a revolution-
ary approach? And how is the power of aesthetics represented by the sense of touch in his works? The Incident at Willow Bath House
and The Gourmet Club are the only two of in Tanizaki’s literary works that explore the sense of touch and pursue it as a theme. The
very fact that these two works are created during the period of transition from an emphasis on the sense of vision to its decrescendo
suggests their significance in studying Tanizaki Junichiro’s literature. By interpreting the The Incident at Willow Bath House and The
Gourmet Club along with essays such as In Praise of Shadows and Love and Eroticism, this article discusses how representations of
touch illuminate Tanizaki’ s aesthetic values, and concludes that the sense of touch is the key to unlock the the doors to the three aes-
thetic realms of Japanese literature, respectively, “returning to Japan”, “extreme aesthetics” , and “cultural nostalgia”.

Key words; Tanizaki’ s literature; sense of touch; returning to Japan; extreme aesthetics; cultural nostalgia
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