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On the Role of the Embedded Plot in The Dead
SHEN Fuying WANG Yi
Abstract: In The Dead, the embedded plot of the horse going around Billy King’s statue highlights that the essence of the

spiritual paralysis of all the characters in the short story is essentially self-confinement and stagnancy, and its concrete expression is
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a closed circle of repetition constituted by those characters’ meaningless busyness, vanity and pomposity in appearance, and its root
cause is that the goals they pursue are completely wrong. This embedded plot not only underlines the essence, the concrete
expression and the cause of the spiritual death of the protagonist, but also at a symbolic level complements the essence, the concrete
expression and the cause of the spiritual death of all Dubliners in the short story, which are often ignored by readers. It not only
helps readers to realize that the issue of individual life of all Dubliners can be raised to that of collective spiritual death of the Irish
nation, but also concludes the whole collection with its rich thematic connotation.

Key words: The Dead; embedded plot; spiritual death; essence; role
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