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T, R AEAEA S I N — AT B0 22728 S — A S L P, 15 JR ) 1) 3 A 42 FEL ) 67 T L1 b
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FH R A0, Ja T LR A B0 BT (PTSD) o RS2 2241 LT P9 SO A A IR, 8 A1~ HELAG 75
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A New Subjet of the Old South: Construction of

Trauma in Kate Chopin’s Civil War Fiction
DONG Xuefei TIAN Jing

Abstract; Kate Chopin’s Civil War fiction represents the southern whites’ psychological trauma and cultural trauma caused
by the war to construct a new subject—American south as victims and sufferers. In Chopin’s fiction, the biggest trauma originates
from the destruction of southerners’ plantations and slavery which result in the crisis of community, family, personal emotion and
identity. To restore the harmonious relationships of family and community is Chopin’s prescription to heal the traumas, for it can
provide physical and spiritual shelter for the sufferers. Exploring the war effects upon her class and ethnicity, Chopin constructs a
regional aesthetics, which reflects her conservative inclination in slavery, race and gender.

Key words : Kate Chopin; Civil War fiction; American south; psychological trauma; cultural trauma; therapeutic methods;

regional aesthetics
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