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The Localization of Beckett in China ( 1962-2022)
LIU Aiying

Abstract: The trajectory of Beckett’s localization in China began with politicized readings by authoritative critics, and turned
upward with Shi Xianrong’s translation of Waiting for Godot and criticisms by authoritative academic institutions as the country
implemented the opening-up policy, going through the alternate prosperity of translation, theatrical practice and criticism in
changing paradigms. While making impact on China’s intellectual, literary and artistic circles when China was at some crucial
moments, Beckett was also reshaped by the latter. The resulting ecosphere of literature and art as well as the relevant literary
culture constituted a scene with unique Chinese characteristics in the internationalization of Beckett. The acculturation between
Beckett and China is a process of both integrating Eastern and Western aesthetic visions and accommodating the historical needs
driven by current social reality and future development.
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