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The Contradiction Philosophy in Voltaire’s Tragedy Orphelin de la Chine
TANG Guo

Abstract; This paper, based on Voltaire’s tragedy Orphelin de la Chine, makes a comprehensive analysis of two distinct
development processes of this tragedy in the French Revolution in eighteenth Century. Drama is the best means to influence directly
the masses. It not only points out social problems, but also encourages action. Due to different needs of the audience, the number of
performances has also fluctuated in different periods, especially during the French Revolution. This phenomenon shows the two sides
of Voltaire’ s political views, and reflects the essence of French hourgeoisie who opposed the feudal autocratic power but also had fear
of the revolution. By sorting out the index of the drama and the historical materials, this paper is devoted to the study of the
fluctuation of the performances of Orphelin de la Chine before and after the important historical period of the French Revolution,
exploring the deep reasons behind it, and then assessing the social and aesthetic value of this play.

Key words: Voltaire; Orphelin de la Chine; French Revolution; enlightenment ; duality
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