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Oratory and Education ;

The Changed Character of Rome’s Education in Cicero and Quintilian
WANG  Shuanghong

Abstract: Cicero and Quintilian are both the founders of the ideology of culture and education in ancient Rome. The
difference between Cicero’s De Orator and Quintilian’s Institutio Oratoria shows the change in the education of ancient Rome.
Cicero’s De Orator points out the perfect orator is the trinity of orator, philosopher and politician. Quintilian’s Institutio Oratoria
indicates the perfect orator is a good man who is good at oration. Cicero wants to mould the Rome’s own tradition through the
education of orator. Although Quintilian pays attention to the morality of orator, he focuses on the details of the arts of the orator.
His purpose is to educate orator and save Rome. The challenge Cicero faces is to form a new Rome tradition in the tension between
Greece and Rome, the problem Quintilian wants to solve is to restore ancient customs in corrupted Roman Empire .

Key words: Cicero; Quintilian; orator; education
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