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BE, M AHAE— 2 B9 E S PRI AR T 4+ S 2058 DH N E 2 i A 1 7R AT 2 PR35 i R N B9 B RN 5 SR R TE 1K
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Washback Research in Language Testing
DONG Manxia

Abstract: As an important part of test consequence, washback has attracted wide attention from language testing field and
research results have increased considerably. Conducting empirical research of washback needs the guidance of theoretical framework ,
and developing theoretical frameworks will promote empirical research. An overview of the relevant literatures has shown that there
still remain some problems of the existing washback models: specifically, the existing model could hardly give a full and systematic
depiction of the washback working mechanism; the mediating role of stakeholders’ perceptions played in washback generation is
neglected or not attached more importance; there still lacks of a washback framework based on the perspective of the other
disciplines. Therefore, drawing on the epistemologies in cognitive psychology and social psychology, based on some existing washback
models, this paper attempts to develop a theoretical framework, which is supposed to provide a theoretical reference for future
washback empirical studies.

Key words: washback; theoretical framework; cognitive psychology; social psychology
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