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Trans-Cultural Writing and Postcolonial Literary Studies:

An Interview with Professor Bill Ashcroft
ZHANG Lili

Abstract: In this interview, Professor Bill Ashcroft clarifies some key terms in Australian postcolonial studies. Then he
relates world literature with postcolonial studies and analyses problems in the interdisciplinary study of world literature. Professor
Ashcroft holds that postcolonial writers express themselves through cultural appropriation and linguistic transformation. Postcolonial
writings subverted European modernist narrative and transformed literary production and circulation into a new form, which is
typical world literature. A postcolonial perspective to cultural representation is effective to analyze various problems in
contemporary transcultural writings as world literature.

Key words: Bill Ashcroft; world literature; postcolonial studies; transcultural paradigm
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