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From Reality to Theory: Some Reflections on National Translation Activity
LAN Hongjun
Abstract: National translation, a phenomenon having been existing for a long time in history, plays a great part in the
construction of the state capacity, national capacity for language, and national capacity for translation as well. As a term newly
made in translation studies in China, “national translation” helps give us more diversified perspectives to view translation. But
there is still a long way for us to go if we want it to exert greater influence in the world; for there are multifaceted problems, both
theoretical and practical, that need to be solved.

Key words: national translation; demand from the reality; theory building; problem orientation
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