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Eco-Marxism in Richard Powers’ Gain
CHEN Maolin JIN An

Abstract; Gain is a masterpiece by American postmodernist novelist Richard Powers. By mingling the doubling narrative mode,
the novel reflects the conflict between capital” s limitless expansion and the individual > s hard survival, exposes the ecological
problems caused by capitalist science and technology, and criticizes the technological and consumption alienation caused by economic
rationality. The novel advocates eliminating alienation by achieving social and ecological justice, resisting desires, and going back to
nature, hence to eliminate the ecological crisis. The eco-Marxist implications of Gain can provide inspiration for correct use of
science and technology ,and the mitigation of the global ecological crisis.

Key words: Richard Powers; Gain; Eco-Marxism; economic rationality; technological alienation; consumption alienation;

ecological crisis
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