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Diachronic Contrastive Analysis on China-US Trade

War Discourses from Perspective of Frame Semantics
YAN Bing ZHANG Hui

Abstract: The article makes a diachronic contrastive and ecritical cognitive analysis on China-US war discourses from the
perspective of frame semantics. Within a very short period from the late June to the late August, 2019, rapid changes have taken
place in the China-US trade war situations. With China’ s discourses on China-US trade war during this period serving as data for
the corpora we build and research object, we mark the discourse corpus covering the period from late June to late July as Corpus 1
while the corpus of August as Corpus 2 in terms of period characteristics of the event change. After searching the main collocations
of the discourse keyword “trade” respectively by virtue of AntConc 3. 4.3, we explore the diverging strategies of discourse
constructions within the trade event frame in different situations and analyze the underlying causes and motivations by means of the
template standard of Shriter & Storjohann’s (2015) refined semantic categories of event frame.

Key words : frame semantics; China-US trade war; corpus; discourse keyword; collocation
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