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Ritual & Power of The Tale of Genyji .
Taking the 40th Birthday Ceremony of Hikarugenji as an Example

ZHAO Xiaoyan

Abstract ; In the chapter of Wakana, The Tale of Genji, the 40th birthday ceremony of Hikarugenji was depicted. The ritual was
held for four times by Hikarugenji’ s wife, son and step-daughters respectively. This paper focuses on the image of Higekurotaisyo on
the birthday ceremony held by Hikarugennji’ s step-daughter Tamakatsura. Theperformance of Higekurotaisyo coincides with the
theme of the ritual—the individuals or class who were originally inferior got promoted in position and fortune challenge those who were
superior in a peaceful way of ritual rather than using violence. This paper regards the birthday ceremony as an occasion to display
Higekurotaisyo’ s power and position, which serves as a momentum to force Hikarugennji to retreat from the political stage, and a hint
foreshadowing the substitution of power.

Key words: The Tale of Genji;ritual ;power ; Hikarugenji ; Higekurotaisyo
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