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VAL A SRR ARG IR, LS TR B 1 R R T B, R A PN Z AT G &R

CTREE” AR A A OO B RYSER A SIS AR RIAC R = NP e, 2 F R AR R4
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Henry James’s Theory of the Real in The Golden Bowl
WANG Nan WANG Xinyu

Abstract: Henry James’s ambiguous presentation of reality in his later novels is found to be elusive, as his metaphorical
language blurs the boundary between reality and fiction. This feature is especially noticeable in his last novel The Golden Bowl. The
unethical relationship between the husband and stepmother of the female protagonist Maggie is an open secret to readers, but is not
explicitly presented in the novel. Whether Maggie knows the truth is also an obscure question to know. This paper attempts to
discover whether and how Maggie may know the reality. The paper argues that Maggie transforms from being ignorant of reality to
sensitive to the latent truth, then obtains her cognition of reality, and finally makes use of such insight to realize her wishes. This
attempt is aimed to shed light on Henry James’s fiction theory of reality.
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