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Dual Narrative Movement in the Harry Potter Series
JIANG Shugin

Abstract: Behind the overt plot development of the Harry Potter series, there is a covert narrative progression which
deconstructs the traditional grand narrative with its narrative of internal focus and subtexts. Harry Potter is an archetypal hero as
well as an anti-hero. His status as “the Chosen one” is not predestined but out of the individual choice of Voldemort and further
confirmed by his own free choice. Big moral and social problems simply come from the prejudice between individuals, who are
largely influenced by their family. The overt grand narrative concerning the fate of the whole magical world and the covert small
narrative centering on private life have worked together to reveal the novel’s complexity in character and multiplicity in theme,
inviting various responses and interpretations from readers.

Key words: Harry Potter; covert narrative progression; grand narrative; small narrative; free choice
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