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A Contemporary Jewish Figure in Jacobson’s Shylock Is My Name
TIAN Junwu HOU Lina

Abstract: Four hundred years ago, William Shakespeare left the world a play entitled The Merchant of Venice and a classical
literary image with the name of Shylock. Four hundred years later, a British Jewish novelist with the name of Howard Jacobson
rewrote this play into a contemporary novel entitled Shylock Is My Name, in which he presents the Jewish usurer as a major
character time travelling back to the contemporary world and explores the present situations of the Jewish people in contemporary
Britain. As an adaption of The Merchant of Venice, Howard’ s novel is naturally different from the precursor play in style and
content, yet there is obvious intertextual relationship between the two texts. From the perspectives of formal intertextuality of the
two texts, creation of new discourses and “anxiety of influence”, this article not only uncovers the complicated intertexual
relationship between the two texts, but also reveals Howard’ s voicing for the Jewish people through the parody of Shakespeare’ s
drama.

Key words: The Merchant of Venice; Shylock Is My Name; Intertexuality; parody; adaptation; Comtemporary Jewish Figure
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