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ARIRRVERIN . PR, CERD e VB BRRE T 5O PR RRR 1Y FAR RMEIT 45 T M i, 1k
(I SR RANE b 45 H ok, TS A A H Y. TSI L, B2y, i T B A SR BT G ~F 9
WFRIXAS B, X5 B g —Fh ot it H e s e,
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A Comparison Study of Physis in Plato and Rousseau

Based on Plato’s Republic 451d-457b
CAO Cong

Abstract: One of the important contemporary controversies over the interpretation of Plato’s Republic centers on the first wave,
which is named as “the female drama” , the gist of which is that women and men should be educated and treated equally. Socrates
demonstrates that “the female drama” is both desirable and possible by a new definition of “physis” supported by the theory of
Forms. This topic atiracts Rousseau’s attention, who is opposed to Plato and affirms that the natural difference between women and
men based on physique and sentiment, which determines different education. Both Plato’s and Rousseau’s educational theory begin
with a description of human nature, but they arrive at different conclusion. The distinct understanding of the physis in“the female
drama” indicates Rousseau’s departing from traditional political philosophy.

Key words:Plato’s Republic; Rousseau; “the female drama” ; physis
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