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The Cognitive-Topological Construal Mechanism of Positive and

Negative Synonymous Structures
WU Shugiong  QIN Youhao

Abstract: Positive and negative synonymous structures are a type of special and irregular linguistic phenomenon. These
structures contain antonymous elements, but they can convey the same truth-value. Positive and negative synonymous structures
can be classified into two categories: the construction with a negative marker and the antagonistic structures. Previous studies
mainly focused on the first type. This study, based on cognitive topology and cognitive construal theory, analyzes the mechanism of
the two types of positive and negative synonymous structures. The analysis yields the following findings. First, the concept
“topological invariant” in cognitive topology plays a fundamental role in the construal of positive and negative synonymous
constructions. Second, the two types of positive and negative synonymous structures are formed based on the construal operation,
which is showcased in four dimensions of prominence, specificity, perspectives, and focusing. Third, positive and negative
structures exhibit different pragmatic and social functions.

Key words : positive and negative synonymous structures; cognitive topology; construal; function
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