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Recent Trends of S. Beckett Studies:

A Talk with Lois Overbeck
CAO Bo

Abstract: This talk took place between Prof. Cao Bo and the famous S. Beckett scholar Lois Overbeck while the former fur-
thered his studies at Emory University. After touching upon the general situation of recent Beckett studies, they elaborated the three
trends in the West: more innovative researches made on Beckett’ s published works from various points of view; more sorting studies
of Beckett’ s theater art demonstrated in his directions and innovations and others’ directions and performances; more going online of
studies of Beckett’ s manuscripts, diaries and archives that lead readers “back to the cannon. ” As to research tools, Overbeck recom-
mends four that complement each other: Damned to Fame, The Grove Companion, and The Collected Poems and The Letters. In the
Chinese translation section, Cao expanded on the features of the four stages, with his focus on the value of those “paratexts” in the
history of relevant scholarship and the significance of “indirect intrusion” to the translation of scholarly texts. This talk is inspiring to
the Chinese Beckett circle and makes known to the West the features and achievements of the Chinese translation.

Key words: Samuel Beckett; trend of scholarship; primary reference book; Chinese translation; paratext
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