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Translating for the Sake of Anti-colonization .

the Anti-colonizing Translation Practice of W. B. Yeats
HU Zeyuan

Abstract: According to the theory of postcolonial translation, translation is either a tool to colonize for an empire or a weapon
to anti-colonize for colonies. Yeats adopts translation as an effective tool to anti-colonize by translating Greek plays Oedipus the
King and Oedipus the King at Colonus of an ancient colonized nation into English, the language of Ireland’s colonizer. And he turns
them into Irish English. This is a sort of postcolonial cultural translation. Yeats dramatizes the two plays and has it performed in
Ireland, which is an inter-semiotic translation from textual signs to stage signs. Yeats’s translation practice is a very important part
of the postcolonial translation in Ireland, which deserves due attention from the academia.

Key words: Yeats ; anti-colonization ; translation
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