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EGP Versus ESP in College English Teaching from

the Perspective of Education Paradigm Shift
CAl Jigang

Abstract: The controversial issue in the paradigm oftertiary foreign language education is the English for general purposes
(EGP) vs. English for specific purposes ( ESP). In the past 40 years, College English has adhered to the EGP paradigm. As a re-
sult, although freshmen’s English proficiency is constantly improved and the time for college students to pass the CET4 and 6 test
is getting increasingly earlier, their general English skills still fail to meet disciplinary studies as well as professional work upon
graduation. Faced with the national strategy to develop innovative talents with international competitiveness, college English must
implement the paradigm shift from EGP to ESP as soon as possible.

Key words: higher education ; paradigm shift; college English; EGP; ESP
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