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Embodied Cognitive Characteristics of Pluralistically Constructed
Cultural Identity in Mark Twain’ s Fiji Travelling Writings

YU Fengbao

Abstract; Mark Twain’ s attitude towards the East and the colonies has always been controversial in the academic circle.
Following the Equator (1897) is one of Mark Twain’ s important travel notes, which truly reflects his cultural identity, but few
scholars in China have studied it. An attempt in this paper is to explore Mark Twain’ s multicultural identity in his travel writings
about Fiji, an island nation in the South Pacific, in Following the Equator. According to the study, Mark Twain’s different cultural
identities in different contexts, such as an aesthetical romantic in awe of nature, a proud imperialist in global domination, and a
friendly international progressive full of humanistic feelings, are due to his embodied cognitive experience in different natural or social
environments. It reflects the complex feelings of the imperial scholars wandering between reverence for nature, political reality and
humanistic ideal.

Key words : Mark Twain; Fiji; Following the Equator; cultural identity; embodied cognition
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