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Women’s Construction of National Identity in American South
and the Reflection on Modernity in E. L. Doctorow’s The March

LIU Kexin HU Yamin

Abstract: The March is a Civil War novel written by E. L. Doctorow, a famous American novelist. The age of the Civil War
is the golden age for the construction of American national identity. The images of four women in the novel, Mattie, Pearl, Emily,
Wilma, are all representative of Southern American women During the war, traditional women like Mattie cannot bear the impact of
war, while young ladies, such as the other three females are able to break the shackles of the patriarchal society and slavery as
well as the stereotypes and labels that tradition has given them. They have solved the problem of survival and freedom, and begin
their new life as “ Americans”. At the same time, in the 19" century, with the development of modernity, Doctorow has endowed
the three southern American women certain qualities to counter the malaises of modernity. He has provided a solution for modernity
in the beginning of the 21™ century.
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