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A Study of Other-Identity Mobilization in Verbal Communication
YUAN Chunbo CHEN Xinren

Abstract: As one of the three types of pragmatic identity, other-identity, which may frequently prove to be of great
importance, has received little detailed exploration. Based on Pragmatic Identity Theory and exemplified with examples from A
Dream of Red Mansions, the paper tries to elaborate on the nature, motivations and paths of other-identity mobilization in the
literary contexts. The study shows that other-identity mobilization is sometimes a kind of deliberate pragmatic practice that exploits
the other-party identity as a pragmatic resource; its underlying motivation is to maintain pragmatic balance so as to satisfy
transactional needs, face needs and power needs; and the addressers usually mobilize other-identity into certain communicative
contexts by means of identity borrowing, impersonating or appropriating.

Key words: other-identity; other-identity mobilization; verbal communication; Pragmatic Identity Theory; A Dream of

Red Mansions
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