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BRI A3 27 BB, A BEA SCTE B /R T (A8 B ) 5 C AR B E) o AT F AR
TOFSE AR N FESE XA, B AR ER EYRE SRS — AR, O A A A i
FAAEWHARA -2 RN EAN{E” (Naess 2005« 18 ), T 2 R S £ 56 980 A0 285 2R GO AR R 8 571 PR
YrRhZ BEPEROETEE T, SO R R A AR AR TR SR N AR (B TR B Se R U, R AR Y
B ARY S AP R AR HE” (B -, 2000 - 131) X AR E AL 5 WA 2= B 26
XSGR o F AR S R PHRE AR B A 1™ T Bk 2K 4 ) 00 28 Py i A A (A S AN (. It
FERRIR R IR AP IE SGHIEP— BT ) o e AR A, AR MELL A IR LB A R 4
RGBT G O TR IETE S 0 2 Pk S0P BRRAR B2 A0 sk A TR BP0 e e\ RGeS H ZH 4
PERFAE , FLEE AN St W1 1S B a0k B e AR I a e . JOR A SRR SEBR A P S Ak 2 1, S 3L
TR FARILINEE” o S F AR AN G R B A AR ST AR, UL AR T ST R 2 TG AL ARG
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Imagination and Contradiction: Literary Wilderness and

Modern Enlightenment from an Ecological Perspective
JI Xiuming

Abstract: In the history of American ecological thought and literary history, wilderness, as a literary metaphor, has often
entered the imagination of political and nation-state construction. Indeed, in addition to its political and cultural metaphorical
functions, the wilderness also carries, in an ontological sense, a rich dialectical philosophy of the individual’ s relationship to
nature, society, and the cosmos. while presupposing a dual resistance to classicism and enlightenment, Romanticism and even the
subsequent wilderness narratives embodied nature’ s spiritual illumination of the individual; and as the promised land of the soul,
the utopian and idealistic nature of nature could not be concealed. The Emersonian sought to combine natural aesthetics with
ethics, restoring beauty to the grasp of the truth and goodness of the universe. This kind of thinking has a revelation and a hint
value to post-modern eco-ethics. However, the unification of subjectivity, objectivity, faith and morality through mysticism and
“super-spirituality” is still unable to break through the destiny of idealism. This paper points out that late ecological criticism has
restarted the journey of identifying with the meaning and function of the wilderness subject. Although the imagination of the
“wilderness” is still full of contradictions to the relationship between the subject and practice, ecological criticism is always on the
path of incessant internal theoretical confrontation, self-renewal and self-reflexivity, indicating the inexorable transformation from
wilderness aesthetics to practical aesthetics in the direction of socialization and secularization.

Key words : wilderness, imagination, contradiction, subject, ecology, modern enlightenment
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