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L, PIE T SCRALRITEREE T 13 SCRl G, A2 T TR A URAR RO & e A, T SE ™ R ittt i
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DS i , A rl s iR 15 3L
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A Diachronic Study of Semantic Change of Antonymous Mood Adverbs
WU Shugiong JIANG Yanyan

Abstract: This study examines the semantic change of the antonymous mood adverbs fanzheng * back-front”, hengshu
“horizontal-vertical” and sihuo “dead-alive” , and their cognitive mechanism from the diachronic perspective based on the CCL
corpus. The analysis yields the following findings. First, there are two processes of semantic change for sihuo: one is “unilateral
compound chain” , in which it changes from a combined meaning to a selective meaning and then to a unilateral meaning; the other is
“semantic weakening chain”, in which it changes from a combined meaning to a generalized meaning and then to an arbitrary
meaning. However, hengshu and fanzheng only undergo the semantic weakening chain, in which hengshu changes its meaning from
addition to generalization, and then to arbitrariness, while fanzheng changes its meaning from action to addition, and then to
arbitrariness. Second, sihuo, hengshu and fanzheng undergo the semantic weakening process motivated by conceptual metaphor and
profiling. This is the essential way to produce the arbitrary meaning. Third, before getting the arbitrary meaning, both sihuo and
hengshu are used to express universal quantification motivated by the conceptual metonymy PART FOR WHOLE, while fanzheng,
which has a broad and general conceptual meaning, can be mapped onto abstract domains to indicate universal quantification directly.

Key words : antonymous mood adverb; semantic change; diachronic; cognitive mechanism
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