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The Art of Deletion: The Compliance of Anna Holmwood's

Translation of Legends of the Condor Heroes with Translation Norms
DAI Ruoyu CHE Lin

Abstract; This paper studies Anna Holmwood’s translation of Legends of the Condor Heroes. A bilingual parallel corpus
containing 7 371 segments was produced by aligning sentences in the source text and the translation. Based on the parallel-corpus
analysis, it was found that a large volume of information had been deleted in the translation, which include historical and cultural
information, information in various scenes and information on the characters’subjective feelings. Such deletion of the three types of
information meets the requirement of compliance with the translation norms for Chinese classic literature, which can be summarized
as: (1) natural language; (2) moderate cultural density; and (3) good pacing in the rhythm of narration. Anna Holmwood’s
translation has provided a valuable sample for the translation of Chinese martial arts classics and the overseas promotion of Chinese
literature.

Key words : Anna Holmwood ; The Legend of the Condor Heroes ; parallel corpus; translation norms; cultural density; compliance
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