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Anti-tradition to Returning to Tradition: An Analysis of

the Philosophical Resources of the Beat Generation
SHANG Ting
Abstract: For the modernity dilemma encountered by American society, the Beat Generation deeply reflect and severely
criticize the instrumental rationality and Logos dominating the western society, revealing the betrayal of the tradition. However,
their philosophical foundations like Buddhism, Daoism and Transcendentalism are resources within the eastern and western
traditional culture. Their intrinsic nature of life and mind are activated, transformed and achieve a profound combination with

‘

existentialism in “post-modernism” , which becomes a weapon to correct the abnormal modern civilization. The anti-tradition Beat

Generation, in fact, promote modernity criticism and pioneer creation by learning from the east and the tradition.

Key words:the Beat Generation; Transcendentalism; existentialism; anti-tradition
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