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Strategy and Initiatives of American National Defense Language
Capacity Building Viewed from the Language Flagship Program

JIAO Xinping

Abstract: American language flagship program belongs to foreign language policy and planning. The language flagship program
began in the early 1990s after the end of the cold war and was expanded and strengthened after 9/11 in the early 2000s. America’s
language flagship program is part of DOD’ s National Security Education Program (NSEP). The plan, derived from the David Boren
National Security Education Act of 1991, directly addresses the national security needs of the United States, involves the higher, sec-
ondary and basic stages of foreign language culture education in the United States, as well as multiple military and civilian depart-
ments, and is an important embodiment of the strategy and initiatives for building national defense language capacity in the United
States. We should pay close attention and draw on the experience.

Key words:language flagship program; American defense language capacity; strategies and initiatives
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