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Multimodal Metaphor and the Construction of
Discourse System in Belt and Road Initiative .
Analysis of the First Episode, The Common

Destiny , in the Documentary The Belt and Road
SUN Xiaomeng HE Chuan LIAO Qiaoyun

Abstract; Establishing the discourse system in the “Belt and Road Initiative” (BRI) is a prerequisite for enhancing the
discourse power of the developing countries in the world and building a community of common destiny. Based on the constructive
function of metaphor to meaning, and combined with space mapping as well as the conceptual integration of metaphor, this paper
uses multimodal cognitive analysis framework and takes the first episode The Common Destiny in the big documentary The Belt and
Road as an example to explore the positive significance of multimodal metaphor to the construction of the discourse system in BRI
from the ideological dimension, value dimension and cultural dimension. The findings are as follows: Multimodal metaphor can
reflect, construct and spread excellent ideological connotations, value concepts and cultural traditions so as to promote the
construction of discourse system and enhance China’s discourse power in the world. Macro-social studies and interdisciplinary
studies of multimodal metaphor should be conducted to enrich the significance of metaphor in the construction of the real world.

Key words: multimodal metaphor; Belt and Road Initiative ( BRI) ; discourse system; construction; space mapping
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