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Akutagawa Ryunosuke’s Traditional Identity Construction of Modern Suzhou
HE He YANG Wei

Abstract: Although Suzhou and Shanghai are both located in the south of the Yangize River geographically, Akutagawa
Ryunosuke abstracted the traditional soul of classical China, which is different from the western style of modern Shanghai, from the
reality of Suzhou and infused it into the writing of Suzhou as a text. At the starting of Suzhou narrative, Akutagawa takes donkey as
a language code to construct the traditional cultural space of Suzhou city. He also consciously used the comparative narration of
“Chinese and dogs are not allowed to enter” and “dogs and Japanese slaves are not allowed to inscribe walls” , as well as Shimazu
Yosoki’ s different experience between Shanghai and Suzhou, to strengthen the oriental traditional temperament of modern Suzhou,
which is quite different from that of “western” Shanghai, endowing modern Suzhou with a traditional identity.

Key words : Akutagawa Ryuunosuke; Jiangnan Travel Notes; modern Suzhou; tradition
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