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Smellscape: A Study of Thomas Wolfe’s Writing of The Southern Identity
ZHANG Luning

Abstract: Thomas Wolfe in his biographical novel, The Web and the Rock presents the main character’s complicated passion for
the American south through smellscape writing. Wolfe focuses on the reflection of new southerners working or studying in a place far
away from the South on a modern identity and ontological pursuit of life, rendering his southern novel with aesthetic features of modern
work. Additionally, Wolfe also manifests his understanding of ethnic identity while unveiling southerners’ engagement in modern
South, and more importantly, reveals the themes of finding out the southern regional identity, modern municipal identity and
American ethnic identity.

Key words : Thomas Wolfe; The Web and the Rock; smellscape; southern identity
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