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Insights and Blindsight in the Study of Chinese Internet Literature
in the English-Speaking World

LIU Hongtao DENG Zihan

Abstract: Through collecting, analysing, and integrating the research in Chinese Internet literature in the English-speaking
world over the past two decades, this article uncovers that the interactive innovation of texts, consumption mechanism, and censorship
mechanism in Chinese Internet literature have received the most attention from Western scholars. They think that interactive
innovation presents the cultural and self-identity construction of writers and readers in Chinese Internet literature. Second, when
studying the consumption mechanisms of Chinese Internet literature, they see the Chinese Internet literature space as a cultural field
in which relations among various parties are intertwined, where the Internet effectively enables the configuration of relations among
various roles within, facilitating the production and circulation of literature. Third, some researchers argue that the somewhat
ambiguous censorship mechanism of Chinese Internet literature is actually justified as an intrinsic part of cultural practice, bringing
the possibility of new literary production behind the “battle” between censorship and creators. Researchers in the English-speaking
world not only consider Chinese Internet literature as a literary phenomenon, but also as a social phenomenon in the Internet era;
thus, they adopt a multidisciplinary approach to their research.

Key words:sinologist; Chinese Internet literature; the English-speaking world;overseas Chinese Internet literature study
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