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Things in Space: A Study of Southern

Writings in O’Connor’s Short Stories
ZHANG Luning HAN Qiqun
Abstract . Spatial criticism sets up a new critical approach to interpreting the things in space in O’Connor’s writings by
highlighting the things of place. This paper attempts to explore how O’ Connor portrays by material space the modern subject identity
of the Southerners in the first half of 20" century in The Geranium and The Train, and further unveils the writing aesthetics of O’
Connor in demonstrating the modern realities. The two fictions show O’ Connor’s resistance and deconstruction of modernity and her
space writing, full of detailed description of materials, diversifies the tradition of American Southern writing.

Key words; Flannery O’ Connor; The Geranium; The Train; Southern writings; things in space
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